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Officers and Contact Information: 

 

President: Mr Roger Patterson                 

Chairman: Mr Tom Moore     

Hon. Treasurer: Mr Murray West  

Hon. Secretary: Mrs Sue Elliott          

Membership: Mr Gordon Allan 

Newsletter: Miss Caroline Drewett 

WISBOROUGH GREEN  

BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

DIARY OF EVENTS 
 

APIARY MEETINGS 

No scheduled meetings during January. 

 

See next month’s edition for 2015 Apiary dates! 

 

 

Demonstration: ‘Making Beeswax Products’ - 1st, 2nd, 3rd & 4th February 2015 

(see reminder on page 5) 

 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention  -  Saturday 28th February 2015   

(see details on page 5 and in the document that accompanies this newsletter) 

 

This month sees a new contributor to the newsletter  -  turn to page 2 for an interesting 

read! 

  

Membership Subscriptions are now overdue!  

Please forward any outstanding membership forms 

today! 
 

 

 

To help reduce the carbon footprint, parking and traffic on the roads we ask members 

to share vehicles if possible when attending meetings.  

 
 

01403 790637 roger-patterson@btconnect.com 

01798 343470 stone.house@btinternet.com 

01798 867048 murray@mt-w.co.uk 

01403 752493 sj.elliott@ukgateway.net 

01798 343470 petworthgordon@btopenworld.com 

01798 343883 caroline.drewett@btinternet.com  

A DIVISION OF WEST SUSSEX BEEKEEPERS’ ASSOCIATION 

JANUARY 2015 
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My Dad is very busy at the moment and says he can't think of what to 

write for this month’s PiP as he is running out of ideas, so he has asked 

me to do it for him.  I have never done anything like this before, so I 

said I would have a crack at it, but only if I was allowed to mention 

"biscuit" once or twice.  I know some of you think he is awkward and 

difficult, but I have found out how to deal with him and get some ad-

vantage for Nell.  He's a bit of a softy really!  

 

What does a dog do when given a task like this?  I was going to say 

having it dumped in my lap, but I haven't got one of them.  Well, I thought I would start off with 

something safe that has done the rounds many times before.  You all know the old saying that if 

you ask a number of beekeepers a question you get lots of answers and it isn't often the same as the 

number of people you asked.  I have probably heard that one a lot more than you have, but just to 

try it out, here is one of the first beekeeping questions that was ever asked......... "How did Noah 

know how many bees there were on the ark?"  If you don't know the answer, just give it a little 

thought for a few moments.  It is quite obvious really, but if I had any biscuits I would bet some of 

them on there being loads of different answers.  Just in case you don't know it, the answer is at the 

end of the newsletter - No! No! No! don't look now, that's cheating and in any case you should 

read the rest of the newsletter first.  There's lots of goodies in it and you shouldn't miss them. 

 

I guess you all know my Dad doesn't think much of Christmas (not normally allowed to use that 

word, but I'm not doing too bad so far, so I might get away with it), so on December 25th I took 

him on a walk along the disused railway line from my kennel in Slinfold.  We had our lunch at 

Bramley Station, and then walked back.  We left home at 8.30 and got back at 6.00.  We saw a few 

people (one gave me a biscuit!) and a lot of dogs as well as a pair of bullfinches, tree creepers, nut-

hatches and the biggest fox my Dad has ever seen.  I barked at lots of squirrels too.  I saw two cats 

and chased them both.  One went over a tall fence; the other went up a tree.  What a stupid thing to 

do?  Surely it should have known dogs can't climb trees very well.  I wanted to wait for it to come 

down so I could chase it again, but Dad said he wanted to get back home to look at the weather 

forecast to see if it is going to get colder, so he can give the bees some oxalic acid.  He also 

checked online and found we had walked 23 miles!  Well, he had, but I did a few more.  I thought 

that was worth a biscuit, but I didn't get one.  I did enjoy my dinner though! 

 

On our walk we only saw two lots of beehives.  One looked as if they had bees in, but we didn't 

think they belonged to one of our members, so probably didn't have castellated spacers.  The other 

was a WBC that looked like it was used as an ornament.  What a waste?  Dad didn't check if there 

were any ley lines - he usually does! 

 

One of the reasons Dad is busy at the moment is because he is doing lots of work on Dave Cush-

man's website.  Someone told him there were over 1000 broken links, but when he checked there 

were 1774!  A couple of days ago he had got it down to four.  He has also written lots more pages, 

including some new ones he is writing on comb honey.   If you have a look you might be tempted 

to try producing some and he says he will try some at Dounhurst again next summer.   You need 

thin unwired foundation, so please ask Tom early, preferably before the end of April as he tends to 

order what he thinks we will use that summer, so that foundation is fresh.  

 

Nell and friend 
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Don't forget to use Dave Cushman's website when you need to find out something about bees.  

There is lots of information there.  I remember Mr Cushman, he was a nice kind man and he often 

gave me a biscuit.  

 

I'm going to be very busy for the next few weeks.  Dad is giving several of his "Bee Improvement 

for All" (BIFA) days and I usually go with him.  We will be going to Leeds, Cobham, Stroud and 

Nottingham.  He is also going to the Isle of Man, but I'm not allowed to fly.  Apparently I won't fit 

in one of those things that passengers have to squeeze their oversized cases into.  He tells me that 

not many airlines like taking dogs and one of them, called Ryanair, doesn't like taking passengers 

either.  

 

I am going to four wax days with an Irish man called Jim Ryan - I don't think he has anything to 

do with Ryanair.  I'm told Jim is a very nice man and is going to do the talking and making things 

instead of Dad, so it might be something I haven't heard before.  I hope so!  Why don't we have 

workshops by someone who makes biscuits? 

 

If you haven't been to a BIFA day (there was one in Pulborough last year) I think you should think 

about going to the one in Cobham.  It's not far away and lots of people say nice things about them.  

Go on, you will learn a lot and you can give me a cuddle too.  I like going to see beekeepers with 

my Dad because they are usually very kind and some of them give me a biscuit.  If you come to 

Cobham or one of the wax days, you know what you have to take - please! 

 

Dad says we should all be thinking about cleaning up our bee kit ready for the season to start and 

if you plan ahead you can order what you need from Tom.  This might mean he doesn't rush 

around before meetings getting up orders for people who order late.  

 

If you do get foundation, don't put it in the frames until a day or so before you need it.  If you think 

you may run out of super combs during the season then put the foundation on first, because combs 

store better than foundation.  If you buy foundation in advance, then put it on a flat surface with 

something flat on top, not too heavy, otherwise the sheets will stick together. 

 

If you want to make colony increase or change brood combs it is better if you get brood combs 

drawn out above a queen excluder, by using a brood box as a super.  When you have extracted the 

honey, you have some very good brood combs.  We did that at Dounhurst last year, so we have 

some good combs for use this year. 

 

It was good to see lots of you at the apiary today and I thought it was funny watching some of you 

making out you were cold.  Maggie wanted to know why my bum didn't get cold when I sat down.  

The answer isn't at the end of the newsletter, but I will tell anyone who gives me a biscuit! 

 

I don't think I should write too much, otherwise I might get this job full time.  I hope you think I 

have done quite well.  Sorry for keep mentioning "biscuit", but I'm told that some of you don't read 

all the newsletter! 

 

Lots of wooooofs 

Nell. 
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Danger of Small Hive Beetle arriving in the UK. 

 

You will be aware that the Small Hive Beetle has recently been found in apiaries in Italy.  Your 

County association has put forward the following proposition to the BBKA Annual Delegates 

Meeting to be held in January: 

 

“Following the discovery of Small Hive Beetle, aethina tumida, (SHB) in Italy in September 2014 

this ADM instructs BBKA to urgently seek a ban on the importation of (honey)bees and unproc-

essed (honey)bee products into the UK.” 

 

Whether we are successful or not remains to be seen but you can support this call for a ban by 

signing the online petition set up by 38 Degrees.  The link is shown below. 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-the-small-hive-beetle-spreading-to-Britain 

 

 

Applications for the March Module examinations should be with us by 1st February; BBKA appear not to have set a 

date for November modules, we will check with them. 

 

Would applicants please ensure that they have entered all the details on their application form and 

that a member of their local committee has counter-signed it, 

 

The cost of sitting a module from March 2015 has increased from £20 to £25 and the microscopy 

exam from £40 to £45.  

 

Roger & Marion Brooks, 

Exam Secretaries, 

WSBKA. 
 

 

https://you.38degrees.org.uk/petitions/stop-the-small-hive-beetle-spreading-to-britain


Page 5 

5  

 

Not to be missed!  A date for your diary. 

West Sussex Beekeepers Annual Convention 

Saturday 28th February 2015, 9.30am – 4.30 pm  

Lodge Hill, Pulborough. 

 

Enclosed with this month’s newsletter is all of the information, including the Booking Form, for 

the WSBKA Spring Convention 2015.  As ever, we have a renowned group of speakers and an 

impressive combination of lectures and seminars with something for everyone, beginner to expert.   

 

A simple lunch will be included and there will be many opportunities to catch up with fellow bee-

keepers from around the county.  Paynes will bring a range of equipment and books to the Con-

vention – just in time for the Spring season. 

 

Special bonus for Beginner Beekeepers!  This year, in conjunction with Paynes Southdown Bee 

Farms, we are pleased to offer a £10 Payne’s voucher when you arrive at the 2015 Convention; 

allocation will be to the first 10 beginner beekeepers from WSBKA who book a place.  To qualify 

for the voucher you must have attended one of the official Beginners’ training courses at any Divi-

sion of the WSBKA in 2014.  It is a special opportunity to make a beekeeping purchase with a 

high discount!  Qualifying members will receive separate notification in the coming days.   

 

Whether you are a beginner or an experienced beekeeper, we are hoping for record numbers at-

tending, so encourage you to book early to ensure you secure your place on your preferred semi-

nars. 

 

A PDF document including booking form accompanies this newsletter.  Full details are also avail-

able on the WSBKA website at www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html , together with 

an MSWord version of the booking form. 

 

"Making Beeswax Products" day with Jim Ryan. 
Start 10.00am, finish around 4.30-5.00pm 

 Hampers Green Community Centre. Petworth. Sussex. GU28 9NL 

Map here. http://www.chichester.gov.uk/index.cfm?articleid=6816&contactid=8259 

 

Booking essential to Maggie Turner - maggie501@btinternet.com.  

 

If you book and are subsequently unable to come, please tell Maggie so someone else can take the 

place. 

http://www.westsussexbeekeepers.org.uk/convention.html
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Caroline Drewett shares the joys and frustrations of running an out-apiary. 

 

The new year is upon us and all beekeepers will be looking forward to the onset of spring and the 

new beekeeping season.  The division’s distribution of oxalic acid took place on 30th December 

and those who collected on that day no doubt applied it to their colonies, as the weather conditions 

were just right.  The rest of us, who collected from Tom at a later time, will be keeping a close eye 

on the weather forecasts for the next suitable opportunity for application.  At the time of writing, I 

am looking to apply it to my colonies this Sunday, 4th January.  Fingers crossed the forecast is 

correct! 

 

This time of year is a good opportunity to get your beekeeping kit ‘in order’ for the coming season 

and to create an apiary plan  -  are you looking to increase or decrease colonies; or keep numbers 

the same?  What about queen rearing and improving?  How about taking a BBKA module, or sim-

ply reading to improve your existing knowledge? 

 

It is also a good idea to look back at the previous year and assess what went well and what could 

have been better.  Was there something you should have done but didn’t?  Did you have a plan and 

stick to it, or were you just reacting to whatever you found at each apiary visit?  Did you keep ade-

quate hive records?  Good hive records allow you to plan ahead for each apiary visit; there should 

always be a reason for opening a hive, not just simply because you want to look at the bees.  Then 

there’s the all important swarm control  -  one of Roger’s favourite topics (Nell must be an expert 

by now!), but how many of us got it wrong?  The cold winter evenings are a great opportunity for 

reading about swarming and how to manage the process to avoid your bees becoming a nuisance 

to your neighbours!  Get prepared now so that you know what signs you should be looking for; 

and can be calm and in control when you find that first queen cell. 

 

In next month’s edition I will be reviewing my 2014 beekeeping year  -  the good and the bad (but 

fortunately nothing ugly!) 

 

Caroline 

 

Thanks to this month’s contributors.  If you have similar articles or beekeeping ex-

periences you would like to share, please supply articles and any photographs for 

the February edition no later than the 24th January.   
 

If you need any help submitting an article, please give me a call. 
Caroline 

Q. "How did Noah know how many bees there were on the ark?"  

A. He looked in the Ark hives 

 

 

 


